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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR UU 

• .Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
has been timeiy paid, the finality of the prevtous Office aetton 
37 CFR 1.114- AppUcant'ssubntissionfdedon^hasbeenentered. 
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canceled in tt 



, Hin the amendment dated 6/3/04 (paper 11). Pending 
Claims 209-238 were canceled in the amenamen 

claims are pre-amended claims 239-278. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 239-278 (pre-amended) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lemmons et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,880,768). 

Regarding claim 239, Lemmons discloses a method for providing television services by a 
television set top terminal ("STT") (Figs. 1 & 2, col. 4/lines 20 for Set top box STB or set top 
terminal, and col. 5/lines 58-65 for television services provided in addition to a conventional 
cable telecasting) comprising: 

" receiving by the STT a first user input including information for, setting a start time and 
an end time defining a first time interval , and associating a user preference corresponding to at 
least one parameter with the first time interval" and " responsive to receiving the first user input. 
storing data in memory identifying the association of the at least one parameter with the first 
time interval", i.e., user uses a remote 78 for providing input commands to the set top terminal 
70 (as shown in Fig. 2), and the user can schedule their favorite programs and services, by 
defining the interested time intervals of start time and end time, as shown in Fig. 8, and the 
selection process is stored in the memory 76 (Fig. 2, and col. 19/lines 5-15); and 
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en^blingjccg^,^^ 

e^sa^r*™^^ 

smm ^ jeisvisio!! -rr i gate for revision orota^Aand 

resBmsiy^Uojec^^ by the STT user input 

requesting a purchase te.evision service corresponding to ,he at leas, one parameter"; 
-determining whether Are request is for viewing the purchasabie te.evision service during .he 
firs, time interval"; and "enabling a purchase of Ore television service responsive ,o receiving ,he 
req ucst during fire defined time period; and "preventing «he purchase of fire television service 

tha , since ,he offer ,o purchase a prodnc, or service is limited ,o fire avafiable fime frames or 
predefined fime intervals, and fire user is no, able ,0 buy the product or service a, arry other fime 
frames outside of the predefined time interval i.^UZ^^M^M^ 
.r^rj^gef^^ 
^im.d^a^^ 

aovjd, addjtiomd teleyiaon SBvices n o, only for television program s) 

As for claims 240 and 241, these limitations are me, as Lemmons discloses ma, the firs, 
fime interva. and fire request for viewing fire purchasabie television service is defined responsive 
to *. user hrpu, received outside fire firs, time interva, (Fig. 8, a, fire fime of , :27:55 a, item ,26, 



fire user can pre-define ure fime interva, a, other time fr*nes asindicatedm hem 304. and Mr 
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requestingofviewingfl.epurchasab.e.ebvisionservice). 

. . « for "Ratine" categories as for "Action" and 
sew television service with se.ec.ion parameters as for Raring , 

^ tod - B .«^,«b-^---~^ ^,rt, - ,0,,, ** 
^.** fc .--------•- fc '■-- ,, - ,,, ^ ,,4,,,- * 

f o «inr!i1itv of davs, as shown in Fig. 8, the 
intervals from the user is stored in the memory for a plurality day 

user can pre-define within a calendar, and col. 7/lines 22-30). 

fi ri her discloses "wherein the at least one parameter is one 
As for claim 248, Lemmons further discloses wnc 

. a channel type and a channel identity" (Fig. 7 shows program type as movies in 
of program type, a channel type, auu a 

• t o 1 A etc a channel type as sports, pay-per-view or 
Action or Sci-Fi with different ratings at 214, etc., a chann yp 

u a s 7 Q HBO etc. as in Fig. v). 
news as in col. 14/lines 1-30, and a channel identity as channel 4, 5, 7, 9, HB 

fi rrtwn. discloses "wherein the user preference is selected by 
As for claim 249, Lemmons further discloses wne 

: , Fies 2 4-28 and col. 29/line 55 to col. 31/line 23 on how 

a user from a list of user preferences (Figs. 24 «, an 

to customize the user's favorite list or preference list). 
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Regarding claim 250, Lemmons discloses a method for providing television services by a 
television set top terminal ("STT") (Figs. 1 & 2) comprising: 

" receiving by the STT a first user input including information for, setting a start time and 
an end time defining a first time interval , and associating a user preference corresponding to at 
least one viewing parameter with the first time interval", and " responsive to receiving the first 
user input, storing data in memory identifying the association of the at least one parameter with 
the first time interval", i.e., user uses a remote 78 for providing input commands to the set top 
terminal 70 (as shown in Fig. 2), and the user can schedule their favorite programs and services, 
by defining the interested time intervals of start time and end time, as shown in Fig. 8, and the 
selection process is stored in the memory 76 (Fig. 2, and col. 19/lines 5-15); and 

" responsive to receiving the request for recording the television service, receiving by the 
STT a request for recording a television service corresponding to the viewing parameter, 
accessing the association of the at least one parameter with the first time interval, and 
determining whether the request is for recording the television service during the first time 
interval" (col. 32, lines 26-31 as the user can purchase a program or service from the resulting 
list of defined program schedule information as pointed out in col. 31/lines 35-56, please note as 
pointed out in col 5/lines 58-65, the system provides additional television services not only for 
television programs; and Figs. 10, 16-18 for setting up the recording of a television program or 
service for predefined time intervals, and col. 26/line 23 to col. 27/line 53 for recoding 
- addressed) : and 
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^^^^^^^^ 

Asforcl a im s25 1 -26 1 ,.heseo 1 a imS w ithS a m eU— for proves — 

• *a fnr the reasons given in the scope claims 240-249 
service and recording to the user are rejected for the reasons g 

as already disclosed above. 

As „ Cain, 262-275, «hese cfaUns with sin* for proving — - 

. •♦ ,ci» nf the first thesecondorjhejmri 

E2EtoMtos ^^ TIT 
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(col. 32/lines 26-30). 

comprises enaMin g — a vision service" (CO,. 7/H»e 65 .o co, 8,Hne ,8). 

M -^(»^.------ 7,Wl,B,,l- - , ™"* W 

Conclusion 

disclosure. 

r^ns e. ,. (US Pa,. NO. 5,880,768, riisciose an in.erac.iv e progranr .ride sterns and 
processes 

interactive program guide. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9306, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
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8 ^rycotKenungtms—i cauonorearnercommtmicarions — 
off. 

,f attempts to reach the examiner by te,e P ho»e are unsuccessful the examiners 
supervisor, Christopher Grant, can be reached on (571) 272-7294. 

formation regarding the status of an application may he obtained from the Paten, 

may heohtained from either Private P A m or Pub.ic P Am. Stams informatton for unpubhshed 
apphcations is avai,ab,e through Private PAD, only. For more —ion about the PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) a, 866.2,7-9,97 (.oil-free). 
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